CABINET - TUESDAY, 10 MARCH 2026

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CABINET HELD HYBRID IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER - CIVIC OFFICES, ANGEL STREET, BRIDGEND, CF31

4WB / REMOTELY VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS. ON TUESDAY, 10 MARCH 2026 AT 14:30

J Gebbie

H Williams

Officers:

Jake Morgan
Stephen Giriffiths
Mark Galvin
Kelly Watson
Janine Nightingale
Adam Provoost
Louis Pannell
Claire Marchant
Nigel Smith
Lindsay Harvey
Ryan Jones

608. Apologies for Absence

Present

Councillor JC Spanswick — Chairperson

E Caparros M Evans G Haines

Present Virtually

Chief Executive

Democratic Services Officer — Committees
Senior Democratic Services Officer — Committees
Monitoring Officer

Corporate Director — Communities

Strategic Planning & Transportation Manager
Strategic Planning Policy Team Leader
Corporate Director — Social Services & Wellbeing
Chief Accountant

Corporate Director — Children, Early Years and Young People
Strategic Housing Commissioning Manager
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Decision Made

Apologies for absence were received from the Corporate Director Finance and Transformation.

Date Decision Made

10 March 2026

609. Declarations of Interest

Decision Made

The following declarations of interest were made:-

ClIr G Haines personal interest in Agenda item 5
Clir E Caparros prejudicial interest in Agenda item 17.

Councillor Caparros left the meeting whilst Agenda item 17 was being considered.

Date Decision Made

10 March 2026

610. Approval of Minutes

Decision Made

RESOLVED: That the minutes of a meeting of Cabinet dated 03/02/2026 and
17/02/2026 be approved as a true and accurate record.

Date Decision Made

10 March 2026

611. Connect to Work

Decision Made

The Cabinet Member Regeneration, Economic Development and Housing presented a report in order to
provide Cabinet with an overview of the UK Government’s Connect To Work programme, to agree a
proposal that Cardiff Council act as the regional Grant Recipient Body, and to authorise officers to enter
into required agreements to deliver Connect To Work in Bridgend County.

The report explained that Connect to Work (CTW) is a new 5 year programme to be delivered by Local
Authority areas in England and Wales, with funding being made available from the Department for Work
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and Pensions (DWP). In South-East Wales it has been proposed that the programme be led by Cardiff
Council as Grant Recipient Body for 10 Local Authorities in South East Wales.

Bridgend County Borough Council’s (BCBC) funding allocation is £4,055,200 from 2025/26 to 2029/30 to
support 1,096 participants. It is a voluntary, high fidelity Supported Employment programme connecting
work, health and skills support. The aim is to help disabled people, people with health conditions and
those with complex barriers, find and stay in work.

Referring to paragraph 2.14 of the report, the Deputy Leader asked for some assurance that the
administration fee of 10% of the overall grant allocation for the region charged by Cardiff Council equates
to ‘value for money’, with each local authority being required to cover their own internal charges from their
allocated funding, provided value for money. She also added that the continuation of the work in relation to
this scheme, also involves the Local health Board, as the nature of the scheme was to assist people with
health conditions and disabilities overcoming barriers so that they could obtain or regain employment
opportunities.

RESOLVED: That Cabinet:
1. Agreed that Cardiff Council act as the Regional Grant Recipient Body.

2. Agreed that The Enterprise and Employability Programme Manager represents BCBC on the CTW
Strategic Group led by Cardiff Council and the Employability Team Leader represents BCBC on the
CTW Operational Group.

3. Delegated authority to the Corporate Director Communities, in consultation with the Chief Officer —
Legal & Regulatory Services & HR & Electoral and Corporate Director — Finance and
Transformation to negotiate and enter into a regional CTW funding agreement and any further
deeds and documents which are ancillary to the agreement or that are necessary to deliver CTW.

Date Decision Made

10 March 2026

612. Draft Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG): Educational Facilities &

Residential Development

Decision Made

The purpose of this report presented by the Cabinet Member Regeneration, Economic Development and
Housing, was to seek Cabinet approval to consult on a draft Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) for

This document is available in Welsh / Mae’r ddogfen hon ar gael yn Gymraeg




CABINET - TUESDAY, 10 MARCH 2026

Educational Facilities & Residential Development. Subsequent adoption of this SPG will support the
effective implementation of the existing planning policy framework contained within the Replacement Local
Development Plan adopted March 2024 (RLDP), the Council’s statutory land-use Planning document. It
explains in detail the Council’s approach to the provision of educational facilities and outlines how the
Council will, where appropriate, seek planning obligations to provide or enhance education and school
facilities as part of new residential developments throughout the County Borough.

The draft SPG was attached to the report at Appendix 1.

A member referred to page 56 of the report and Table 2, headed Cost per Pupil Place and to paragraph
5.20 immediately below this table, that stated that the figures in the table had been tested against the costs
of recently completed new school construction projects and that these will be regularly reviewed to reflect
changes in school building costs. She asked when these figures were last reviewed and, being mindful of
costs of construction works increasing year on year, she asked what the local authority were doing to
adequately mitigate such costs.

The Strategic Planning Policy Team Leader advised that the updated SPG would address points such as
the above, through revising key areas of this, to include consideration of, for example, pupil yield rates and
associated cost guidance. It was added that the latter was particularly necessary, as costs have increased
since the existing SPG’s adoption in 2021.

The Leader stressed the importance of community facilities also being made available as part of the
construction of new schools and that to look to ensure this is achieved wherever possible, it was important
that dialogue took place prior to site works progressing, between the Education Department, the School
Governing body and the site developer.

RESOLVED: That Cabinet:

1. Approved the draft SPG for Educational Facilities & Residential Development (Appendix 1 of the
report referred) as the basis for public consultation for a minimum period of 6 weeks.

2. Authorised the Corporate Director — Communities and Group Manager — Planning and
Development Services to make minor presentational changes, typographical or factual corrections
as necessary prior to public consultation.

3. Authorised the Corporate Director — Communities and Group Manager — Planning and
Development Services to undertake the public consultation and to report back the results of the
public consultation to Cabinet for approval to send the report to Council to seek its approval for the
adoption of the final draft SPG.
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Date Decision Made

10 March 2026

613. Social Services and Wellbeing Partnership Arrangement for Dementia

Training

Decision Made

The Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member Social Services, Health and Wellbeing presented a report, to
request Cabinet approval to enter into a partnership agreement with Cwm Taf Morgannwg University
Health Board (CTMUHB), with the objective of supporting effective collaboration of the health and social
care workforce through joint learning and development activity, in order to improve outcomes for people
affected by dementia. This partnership agreement would require a suspension of the Council’'s Contract
Procedure Rules (CPRs).

A Member stated that it was positive news in that there was now being put in place a formalised
arrangement for the above, rather than a local agreement, in order that individuals within the County
Borough could live their lives with as much freedom and dignity as possible. He added that, hopefully in
future there would be a situation whereby the report’s recommendations would be incorporated within the
overall National Care Service.

RESOLVED: That Cabinet:

1. Noted the informal arrangement and approves entering into the partnership agreement with
CTMUHB and suspends the relevant parts of the Council’'s CPRs in respect of the requirements
relating to the procurement of the dementia training and development provision which CTMUHB
shall fulfil;

2. Delegated authority to the Corporate Director — Social Services and Wellbeing, to approve the final
terms of the collaboration agreement with CTMUHB on behalf of the Council and to arrange
execution of the collaboration agreement on behalf of the Council, subject to such delegated
authority being exercised in consultation with the Chief Officer — Legal & Regulatory Services and
HR & Electoral.

Date Decision Made

10 March 2026
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614. Treasury Management Quarter 3 Report 2025-26

Decision Made

The Cabinet Member Finance and Performance provided a report which updated the Cabinet of Treasury
Management activity for the period 1 April 2025 to 31 December 2025.

As at 31 December 2025 the Council had £93.50 million of long-term debt, £2.15 million of Salix loans
(mostly interest free), £14.85 million of other long term liabilities and £56.95 million of investments.

The overall net debt position at 31 December 2025 was £53.55 million, with the average interest rate for
debt as at 31 December 2025 being 4.62%and for investments it being 3.66%.

He confirmed that the Council has a manageable maturity structure of borrowing, with its current debt
repayable at various points over the next 30 years, the next repayment being due in March 2026.

The Council was required to set and report against Treasury Management Indicators, details of which are
included at Appendix A to the report. These reflected that the Council was operating within its approved
limits.

The Council has also complied with the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy’s Treasury
Management in the Public Services Code of Practice and Welsh Government Investment Guidance, during
the period.

RESOLVED: That Cabinet:

1. Noted the treasury management activities for the period 1 April 2025 to 31 December 2025.
2. Noted the Treasury Management Indicators for the period 1 April 2025 to 31 December 2025
against those approved in the Treasury Management Strategy 2025-26.

Date Decision Made

10 March 2026

615. Bridgend Social Housing Allocation Policy

Decision Made

The Cabinet Member Regeneration, Economic Development and Housing submitted a report, seeking
Cabinet approval of the revised Social Housing Allocation Policy (SHAP) attached at Appendix 1 to the
report, which has been updated following a period of public consultation.

This document is available in Welsh / Mae’r ddogfen hon ar gael yn Gymraeg




CABINET - TUESDAY, 10 MARCH 2026

A Member referred to paragraph 5.2 of the SHAP which listed eleven options in bullet points via which the
Council and its partners could facilitate a Local Letting Policy. With regard to this, he noted that
accommodation consisting of a number of flats were intending to be let next to a new nursery in Bettws. He
asked what safeguarding arrangements had been discussed with the Registered Social Landlord (RSL)
V2C regarding the close proximity of these two facilities.

It was confirmed that this point would be addressed by Housing Officers of BCBC and V2C, outside of the
meeting.

The Deputy Leader stated that Officers should also take up with RSL partners the number of ‘void’
properties situate in the Bridgend County Borough which should aim to be reduced and made available for
occupancy, in order that these could be taken up by would-be tenants that were listed as awaiting
accommodation.

A Member also asked what efforts were being made for V2C to increase their vacancies from 75% to
100%, in-keeping with other RSL’s and the Council’'s SHAP.

It was confirmed that this issue had been taken-up with V2C who were looking to improve this percentage.

The Leader concluded debate on this report by suggesting that the shortfall in the supply of local housing
is something that possibly could be looked at in future by the Communities, Environment and Housing
Overview and Scrutiny Committee, as part of it's Forward Work Programme (FWP).

RESOLVED: That Cabinet:

1. Approved the Bridgend Social Housing Allocation Policy attached as Appendix 1 to the report.

2. Delegated authority to the Corporate Director — Finance and Transformation to make minor
variations to the Policy to allow for any increase in the percentage of Valleys to Coast properties to
be allocated via the Common Housing Register.

Date Decision Made

10 March 2026

616. Homelessness Temporary Accommodation
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Decision Made

The Cabinet Member Regeneration, Economic Development and Housing advised that a Housing Support
Programme Strategy approved by Cabinet in December 2023, had set out the challenges the Council
faces in terms of housing and homelessness services. A key challenge is the demand and associated cost
of temporary accommodation.

Today’s report provided an update on temporary accommodation and sought approval to suspend the
Council’'s Contract Procedure Rules (CPRs) and enter into further agreements with private accommodation
providers, in order to enable continuation of short-term arrangements, to meet statutory duties in relation to
temporary accommodation.

The Leader advised that in relation to costs, the graph shown at paragraph 2.8 of the report, indicated that
the measures shared with Cabinet previously as referenced at paragraph 3.1 (of the report) were making a
positive impact. Whilst demand has continued to rise, costs were showing as being decreased by 21%
(£1,092,919), between the period of 2023-24 and 2025-26.

RESOLVED: That Cabinet:

1. Noted the contents of the report.

2. Agreed to suspend the relevant parts of the Council’'s Contract Procedure Rules (CPRs) with
regards to the requirement to tender for a contract and delegate authority to the Group Manager
Housing & Community Regeneration to enter into Service Level Agreements with existing
accommodation providers for a period of ‘up to’ 12 months or ‘up to’ 3 years where there is a
commercial benefit to do so in order to continue the provision of additional temporary
accommodation as necessary to meet the Council’s statutory duties.

3. Delegated authority to the Group Manager Housing & Community Regeneration to approve the final
terms of the Service Level Agreements on behalf of the Council and to arrange execution of the
agreements on behalf of the Council in consultation with the Chief Officer — Legal & Regulatory
Services & HR & Electoral.

4. Noted that a further report will be presented to Cabinet to update on the position regarding
temporary accommodation.

Date Decision Made

10 March 2026

617. Non-Domestic Rates: Discretionary Relief: Food and Drink Hospitality

Rates Relief Scheme 2026-27
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Decision Made

The purpose of the report presented by the Cabinet Member Finance and Performance, was to seek
approval from Cabinet to adopt the Welsh Government’s Food and Drink Hospitality Rates Relief Scheme
2026-27. The Welsh Government will provide grant funding to local authorities in Wales to deliver the Food
and Drink Hospitality Rates Relief scheme to eligible businesses for 2026-27.

The scheme aims to provide support for eligible occupied properties by offering a discount of 15% on non-
domestic rates bills for such properties.

He advised those present, that while the Council can elect to adopt the Scheme, it cannot amend the
Scheme. It was therefore proposed that the Council adopts the Scheme for 2026-27, by authorising the
appropriate determination and decision, as required by the relevant legislation.

Full details of the scheme were detailed at Appendix A to the report.

The Leader noted that businesses who were eligible were required to make an application in order to
benefit for any discount as part of the scheme, and therefore, all businesses needed to be aware of it in
order to make such a suitable application. He therefore urged that it be publicised accordingly through the
Council’s web site or via the BCBC’s Communications Team.

RESOLVED: That Cabinet adopted the Non-Domestic Rates Food and Drink
Hospitality Rates Relief Scheme 2026-27 as detailed within
Appendix A of the report.

Date Decision Made

10 March 2026

618. Information Report for Noting

Decision Made

The purpose of this report of the Chief Officer — Legal and Regulatory Services, HR and Corporate Policy,
was to inform Cabinet of the Information Report for noting that has been published since its last scheduled
meeting.

RESOLVED: That Cabinet acknowledged the publication of the report referred
to in paragraph 3.1 Of the report.
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Date Decision Made

10 March 2026

619. Urgent Items

Decision Made

There were no urgent items.

Date Decision Made

10 March 2026

620. Exclusion of the Public

Decision Made

RESOLVED:

The following items are not for publication as they contain exempt
information as defined in Paragraphs 14 and/or 16 of Part 4 and
Paragraph 21 of Part 5, Schedule 12A of the Local Government
Act 1972, as amended by the Local Government (Access to
Information) (Variation) (Wales) Order 2007.

Following the application of the public interest test, Cabinet
resolved pursuant to the Act to consider these items in private, with
the public being excluded from the meeting during such
consideration.

Date Decision Made

10 March 2026

621. Approval of Exempt Minutes

Decision Made

RESOLVED:

That the exempt minutes of a meeting of Cabinet dated 3/02/2026,
be approved as a true and accurate record.

Date Decision Made

10 March 2026
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622. Social Services and Wellbeing Recommissioning Care at Home Services

Decision Made This item is exempt and the decision is therefore not open to the public

Date Decision Made 10 March 2026

623. Placement Commissioning Strategy 2025-2030 (Children and Family

Services)
Decision Made This item is exempt and the decision is therefore not open to the public
Date Decision Made 10 March 2026

624. Exempt Joint Report - School Modernisation Programme - Bridgend

West
Decision Made This item is exempt and the decision is therefore not open to the public
Date Decision Made 10 March 2026

To observe further debate that took place on the above items, please click this link

The meeting closed at 3.40pm.
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